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1. About the Medical Research Future Fund (MRFF)

The Medical Research Future Fund (MRFF), established under the Medical Research Future Fund Act 2015 (MRFF Act), provides grants of financial assistance to support medical research and innovation to improve the health and wellbeing of Australians. It operates as an endowment fund with the capital preserved in perpetuity.  The MRFF reached maturity at $20 billion in July 2020.  The MRFF provides a long-term sustainable source of funding for endeavours that aim to improve health outcomes, quality of life and health system sustainability.
This MRFF investment is guided by the Australian Medical Research and Innovation Strategy 2016-2021 (the Strategy) and related set of Australian Medical Research and Innovation Priorities 2020-2022 (the Priorities), developed by the independent and expert Australian Medical Research Advisory Board following extensive national public consultation.
In the 2022-23 Budget, the Government announced its continued commitment to supporting lifesaving medical research with a $6.3 billion second ten year investment plan for the MRFF.  It will place Australia at the leading edge of research in areas like genomics and will support the search for cures and treatments, including for rare cancers.  The plan is underpinned by four key themes:

· Patients
· Researchers
· Translation
· Missions
2. About the Stem Cell Therapies Mission

The Stem Cell Therapies Mission will provide $150 million under the MRFF to support stem cell research to deliver innovative, safe and effective treatments.
Research advances over the past ten years have shown the potential to develop new treatments using stem cells.  Stem cells may restore function to damaged tissues, be used to engineer replacement tissues and organs, or boost the body’s ability to heal itself.  Human stem cells can be used in the laboratory to better understand what happens to the body during disease, allowing the council to develop and test new drugs without any risk to patients.  These applications could provide innovative treatments for many chronic and inherited diseases that have major unmet clinical needs and may also revolutionise drug development practices.
The scope of the Stem Cell Therapies Mission is to invest in research on:
· tissue stem cells - stem cells or progenitor cells in human tissues that play a role in tissue repair and homeostasis;
· pluripotent stem cells - human embryonic and induced pluripotent stem cells, which can differentiate into any specialised cell type of the human body and play a key role in regenerative medicine;
· cancer stem cells - cell types within a cancer that can initiate a tumour, or drive tumour growth or regression after treatment.
The Stem Cell Therapies Mission includes applications of these stem cells and their derivatives for:
· development of novel cellular therapies and tissue engineering, including using gene-modified stem cells;
· disease modelling to identify underlying disease mechanisms, screen for new treatments or enhance preclinical studies.
The goal of the Stem Cell Therapies Mission is to support world-leading translational stem cell research that develops and delivers innovative, safe and effective stem cell medicines to improve health outcomes, in partnership with patients and carers.

The Mission’s intent is to use stem cells and their derivatives to develop innovative, safe and effective treatments that are accessible to all Australians who need them.
The MRFF Monitoring, Evaluation and Learning Strategy (the Evaluation Strategy) provides an overarching framework for assessing the performance of the MRFF and is publicly available on the MRFF website.
Projects funded from this grant opportunity will be monitored and evaluated against the Evaluation Strategy and the Roadmap and Implementation Plan for the Stem Cell Therapies Mission. Applicants to this grant opportunity are expected to describe how their proposed project aligns with the objectives and outcomes of the Stem Cell Therapies Mission as described in the Roadmap and Implementation Plan and the Measures of Success as described in the Evaluation Strategy.
3. Administrating Entity

The program is administered by the National Health and Medical Research Council (NHMR/Council).

4. This Grant Opportunity
The objectives and outcomes of this grant opportunity align with the Roadmap and Implementation Plan for the Stem Cell Therapies Mission.
The medium-term priorities identified in the Mission’s Implementation Plan have been used to guide the objectives and intended outcomes of this Grant Opportunity.

The objectives and intended outcomes of this grant opportunity are aligned with the following Australian Medical Research and Innovation Priorities 2020-2022:
· Consumer-driven research
· Drug repurposing
Consistent with the Medical Research Future Fund Act 2015, the objective of this grant opportunity is to provide grants of financial assistance to support Australian medical research and medical innovation projects that:
Stream 1:
Support short-term, small scale development projects to establish the feasibility of novel cellular therapies.

Stream 2:
Support short-term, small scale projects that:
· develop and validate human stem-cell based models of disease, including genetic disease, infectious diseases and cancer;

· develop high-content or high-throughput screening approaches, or
· generate patient-derived stem cell lines for screening treatments.
Additional information for Stream 1
Applications to Stream 1 should involve novel applications of human tissue or pluripotent stem cells.
Both Streams are intended to support early stage, small scale research projects that seek to assess the potential and feasibility of novel strategies to address critical or intractable health issues.
To be competitive for funding, applicants must propose to conduct research that delivers against the above objectives and those of the Stem Cell Therapies Mission as described in the Roadmap and Implementation Plan.  Applicants are encouraged to propose novel and/or innovative research and describe how the outcomes of the research will be translated into health benefits for Australians.
Applications to this grant opportunity must propose research that addresses one of the two Streams of research.  An application may only be submitted to one of the above two Streams only. Applicants must specify the Stream to which they are applying in their application.
The intended outcome of the research funded by this grant opportunity is to improve the health and wellbeing of Australians by:
· Stream 1: generating novel approaches to stem cell-based therapies that have the potential to transform clinical care.
· Stream 2: generating new treatments using human tissues made from stem-cells for pre-clinical development.

If applicants propose research that is not relevant to the desired outcomes they will be considered against the assessment criteria and found to be uncompetitive.  MRFF Eligible Organisations are requested to ensure they only submit applications that address the desired outcomes.
5. Encouraging Partnerships

Applicants are encouraged to seek strategic partnerships involving organisations whose decisions and actions affect Australians’ health, health policy and health care delivery in ways that improve the health of Australians.  Organisations that are capable of implementing policy and service delivery and would normally not be able to access funding through most MRFF are highly valued as partners.
Partnerships and co-investment are encouraged in order to maximise impact of investment, provide opportunities for more mature sites/agencies to build the capacity of emerging sites/agencies, reduce duplication of activities, and reduce potential respondent administrative burden on participating communities.  Partnerships are also encouraged to ensure the proposed research is of relevance to consumers and delivery of services, and to support translation of research outcomes into practice.
Partner organisations may include:
· medical research institutes, i.e. organisations that conduct medical research as a primary purpose, and which are also registered with the Australian Charities and Not-for-Profits Commission;
· universities;
· corporate Commonwealth entities, i.e. Commonwealth entities that are bodies corporate;
· corporations, i.e. Australian public companies, Australian private companies and other incorporated entities;
· those working in federal, state, territory or local government in the health portfolio or in other areas affecting health, such as economic policy, urban planning, education or transport;

· those working in the private sector such as employers, private health insurance providers or private hospitals;

· non-government organisations and charities;

· educational institutions;

· state education departments;

· community organisations such as consumer groups;

· healthcare providers;
· professional groups.
In some instances, a body of a type listed above may be eligible to apply for MRFF funding in its own right, for example in the case of commercial entities or non-government organisations that are corporations.  The above list recognises the desirability of entering into partnerships as a means of advancing the outcomes of the MRFF and is not intended to imply that the types of bodies listed are ineligible to seek MRFF funding.
Partnerships with an overseas’ partner organisation are acceptable, provided the objectives of the grant opportunity are fully met and all overseas expenditure is eligible.  However, applicants cannot use the grant to support research projects undertaken outside of Australia (although funding can be sought to support the Australian-based components of multinational clinical trials).
While partnerships are encouraged, they may not necessarily be relevant for all projects.  Where relevant, partner funding contributions will contribute to the assessment of project impact and overall value and risk but are not a requirement.
6. Grant Amount
Funds will be provided to the Eligible Organisation according to the available funding however, funds can be expended across the life of the grant period.
Each will be a separate funding stream.  For both Streams applications will be funded based on rank until the total funding available for the Stream has been reached.
For this grant opportunity, an application may be submitted to one of the above two Streams only. 
Applicants must specify the Stream to which they are applying in their application.
Applicants are encouraged to design a research project that best addresses the objectives and intended outcomes of the grant opportunity and propose an appropriate budget.
For both Streams, the minimum grant amount is $0.5 million and the maximum grant amount is $1.0 million.

7. Grant Period
The maximum grant period for both streams is two years.

8. Eligibility Criteria

The council cannot consider the application if the applicant does not satisfy all eligibility criteria.
The council cannot provide a grant if the applicant received funding from another source for the purpose.
Who is eligible to apply for a grant?
To be eligible the applicant’s organisation must be an MRFF Eligible Organisation approved by NHMRC.
Joint applications are encouraged, provided the applicant has a lead organisation who is the main driver of the project and is eligible to apply.
The eligibility criterion derives from provisions set out in section 24 of the MRFF Act and cannot be waived.

Who is not eligible to apply for a grant?
The application will be ruled ineligible if:
· the MRFF Eligible Organisation through which the applicant is applying, or a participating organisation on the applicant’s application, is included on the National Redress Scheme’s website on the list of ‘Institutions that have not joined or signified their intent to join the Scheme’;
· persons named on the application are the subject of a decision by the NHMRC Chief Executive Officer or Delegate that any application they make to NHMRC, for specified funding opportunities, will be excluded from consideration for a period of time, whether or not they meet other eligibility requirements.  Such decisions will generally reflect action taken by NHMRC in response to research misconduct allegations or findings, or a Probity Event;
· the applicant has participated in the development of the grant guidelines.
Chief Investigators
Applicants must nominate a Chief Investigator A (CIA) who will take the lead role in completing the application, conducting the research, and reporting as required under the grant agreement.
A person must not be named as a Chief Investigator (CI) on more than one application submitted to a Stream of this grant opportunity (i.e. a person may be named as a CI on a maximum of one application per Stream).  If a CI is named on more than one application submitted to a Stream, both applications will be considered ineligible.
To facilitate collaborative research teams with the required capacity and capability to undertake the proposed research, up to 50 CIs may be included as members of the research team.
If a person is named as a CI on more than one application to this grant opportunity, the applications will be considered independently for funding.
It is generally required that, at the time of application submission, the CIA is an Australian citizen or is a permanent resident in Australia. Where the CIA is not an Australian citizen or permanent resident, they must have the requisite work visa in place at the time of accepting the grant.  The CIA must be based in Australia for the duration of the grant.
Researchers who are not Australian citizens or permanent residents in Australia are eligible to apply as a CI but cannot be listed as CIA.

Additional eligibility requirements
The application may also be ineligible and excluded from further consideration if it contravenes other requirements as set out in the grant guidelines.  Examples include, but are not limited to:
· minimum data describing the application is not entered in Sapphire by the specified date;
· the application is not certified and submitted in Sapphire by the RAO of an approved MRFF Eligible Organisation by the advertised closing date and time;
· the Grant Proposal does not comply with formatting requirements and page limits;
· the proposed research duplicates research previously or currently being undertaken.  The department may compare the research proposed in applications with grants previously or currently funded by the MRFF, NHMRC or other agencies (e.g. Australian Research Council) and published research;
· the application fails to accurately declare the source, duration and level of funding already held by the research team for research in the particular area of the application;
· the application includes any incomplete, false or misleading information;
· its aims are inconsistent with the object of the MRFF Act to improve the health and wellbeing of Australians.
If a decision to exclude an application from further consideration is made, the department will provide the decision and the reason(s) for the decision to the Eligible Organisation’s RAO in writing. The Eligible Organisation’s RAO is responsible for advising applicants of the decision in writing.
9. Eligible Grant Activities

To be eligible, activities in the Grant Proposal must clearly demonstrate their criticality in meeting the objectives of the 2022 Stem Cell Therapies Grant Opportunity.  The applicant can only spend grant funds to pursue the research activities described in the Grant Proposal.
The applicant can use the grant to pay costs that arise directly from these activities.  The following categories must be used in the proposed budget:
· Equipment;
· Personnel (Personnel Support Packages)
· Other Direct Research Costs (DRCs).
Rules apply to each category of expenditure.  Applicants are required to justify the budget requested for each year of the proposed research.  The budget, including the applicant’s justification of the proposed expenditure, will be part of the overall value and risk assessment.

10. Closing Dates
Closing date for minimum data is 243 August 2022 at 5.00pm ACT local time.

Closing date for applications is 7 September 2022 at 5.00pm ACT local time.

Please take account of time zone differences when submitting the application.
11. Further Information
To obtain further information please click here including the following documents:

· Grant Guidelines

· Grant Proposal Template

· Rating Scale for Overall Value and Risk Missions
· Approved MRFF Eligible Organisations
· Scoring Matrix – General Mission
· Funding Agreement

AN IMPORTANT MESSAGE

The forms and commentaries contained in this paper are provided as a guide only and should not form the sole basis for any advice in relation to the particular situation of any person without first obtaining proper professional advice.

This paper is provided on the understanding that ESS BIZTOOLS Pty Ltd (ACN: 078 451 439) will not be responsible as a result of any use made by users hereof of the forms or commentaries of this paper without first obtaining specific professional advice.  Neither shall ESS BIZTOOLS Pty Ltd be responsible for any errors or omissions contained in these papers.  ESS BIZTOOLS Pty Ltd expressly disclaims liability whether under contract or negligence and whether to a direct purchaser of these papers or to any other person who may borrow or use them in respect of any loss or damage flowing therefrom whether direct or consequential.  In particular and without limiting the extent of this disclaimer ESS BIZTOOLS Pty Ltd accepts no liability if any form or commentary contained herein, whether used in its original form or altered in some way by the user, proves not to be valid or not to attain the end result desired by the user.  This exclusion shall extend both to the user and to any client of the user who may suffer loss as a result of the use of these papers and it shall apply even though ESS BIZTOOLS Pty Ltd may have been negligent in the publication or preparation of these papers.  The user acknowledges that it has not made known to ESS BIZTOOLS Pty Ltd any particular purpose for which these papers are required and that it has not relied on ESS BIZTOOLS Pty Ltd's skill or judgement to provide a paper suitable for any such purpose.

INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY NOTICE

The authority to use all copyright, trademarks and other intellectual property rights comprised in this paper is held exclusively by ESS BIZTOOLS Pty Ltd (ACN: 078 451 439).  Neither these rights nor any part of this paper may be used, sold, transferred, licensed, copied or reproduced in whole or in part in any manner or form whatsoever without the prior written consent of ESS BIZTOOLS Pty Ltd (ACN: 078 451 439).

(  -  ESS BIZTOOLS Pty Ltd - ACN: 078 451 439
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